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Dear Sir, e 
FIN [> P n no 5 Excuſe will WT; 
and you till inſiſt upon my 
ſending you, in Form, my 
Thoughts upon the Subject of 
our late Converſations, T ſhall, 
without further Preface, proceed to obey 
you. You will have my Thoughts juſt 
as they occurr'd to me, at different Times, 


"0 ans 


. 
and in different Diſpoſitions; ſo that vou 
muſt expect nothing more than a familiar 
Rhapſody. £26 | 


The firſt Thing to be ſpoken to is a 
Matter of Fact; The preſent State of our 
Country: And here I am very ſenſible of 
an Obſervation which lies againſt me; 
ce That old People always applaud the paſt 
« Times, and condemn the preſent.” 


I allow the Juſtneſs of the Obſervation, 
but then it is generally followed by a moft 
nonſenſical Tack, that Mankind is always 
the ſame. What Idea ean a Man convey, 
or indeed, what Idea can he have himſelf, 
by thoſe Words? Is it meant that Men 
have at all Times Hands and Feet, Senſes, 
Deſires, Paſſions, Reaſon? Nobody is mad 
enough to diſpute it. Is it meant that 
Men at all Times exert thoſe Deſires, Paſ- 

ions, Reaſon, in the ſame Manner; are at 


all Times alike virtuous and vicious? (for 
this ſhould be the Meaning, if it has any.) 

Sure Nobody is mad enough to advance it. 
Were the Romans at all Times the ſame, or 
the 


6 


| the Greeks, or the Dutch? The contrary =— 


this fooliſh Remark is the Truth. Scarce 
any People continue the ſame for a few 
Centuries : And it requires neither to be 
Politician or Philoſopher, to know that 
theſe Changes are natural ; that States, like 
human Bodies, have their Infancy, their Man- 
hood, and their old Age. It is a trite, but 
very appoſite Compariſon of the Body na- 
tural, and Body politick : They are both 
ſubje&t to the very ſame Diſorders; and there 
might be Inſtances given, ſince the Reform- 
tion, where the whole People of England 
have, at different Times, been troubled with 
Spleen, Vapours, Calentures, Lethargies, 
Sc. This being premiſed, let us now ſee 
what our own Caſe may be. 


According to the allowed Prognoſticks 
of all State-Phyſicians, who have ever 
wrote upon that Subject, we muſt, at 
leaft, be with one Foot in the Grave. If 
the moſt univerſal Corruption and Luxury, 
the greateſt Depravity of Taſte, Contempt 
of all Religion and Principles, if Gaming, 
Robberies, Murders, and every other 

B 2 =_— 
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Vice under the Sun, are Symptoms of an 
approaching Dulolution, ſure we are not 
far from it. 


A certain modern Author fays, „The 
& Engliſh now are no more like the 
« Engliſs in Oliver Cromwels Time, than 
« the preſent Monks of Laly are like the 
6c former Seiptos.” 


I T ſhall not juſtify his Kondik: but kt us 
impartially ask ourſelves a few Queſtions. 

Is the fame plain, honeſt, Engliſb Spirit 
among us, that was formerly the glorious 
Characteriſtick of this Nation? Have we 
not loſt al! Modeſty, Decency, Wit and 
good Senſe in our common Converſations ? 
Is there any other Topick there among 
Men of the, firſt Figure, but ſuch low 
Obſcenity as their Footmen could far ex- 
ceed them in, and would probably be 
aſhamed of? Are we not come to a De- 
gree of Profligacy, ſcarce known before 
to any Age; not only in having no Prin- 
ciples, but in avowing that we have none? 

4 not moſt N Murders been daily 
com- 


(3 


committed notwithſtanding that boaſted 
Expreſſion of our Language, Good-nature ? 
Are not Places of notorious Proſtitution 
frequented by the beſt, the very beſt Com- 
pany of the Kingdom: ? Are there not, in 
Imitation of thoſe, Places of inferior Pro- 
ſtitution ſet up in all Parts, in, and about 
this great City. Can Hiſtory ſhew us a 
Time, till now, when we had not one 
Genius to boaſt of? Are we not fallen 
ſo low in that Reſpect, as to be ſcarce 
able to write common Senſe, though it is 
to be put into the Mouths of TOON? 
7 ide Prol. to Cato, and —— J * 


How are Things changed even | fince our 
Days? What Bloſſoms then putting forth 
every Year in our Univerſities! What a 
ripe Harveſt, at the ſame Time, of Men, 
whoſe Works and Fame will laſt as long as 
our Language ! Happy Times: | : 


When we beheld, in the os glorious Day, 
Pope, Prior, Swift, Steel, Addiſon and 
- , ts ann 


You 
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Fou will not wonder ſuch Names have 
produced a Verſe. Writers indeed we have, 
and admired, ones too, as the leaſt ug- 
ly Woman of the Village is always a 
Toaſt; but, good Gods, what Perform- 
ances! Would they have been read in 
any Age but this? Nor is any Man now 
idle or ſtupid enough to read them over 
twice. I will not enter into ſeveral other 
Particulars, becauſe T will mention only 
Things: of publick Notoriety, allowed by 
all Parties, and all Profeſſions. This being 
our preſent Condition, the Queſtion na- 


turally occurs, * were the Cauſes that 5 


led to ĩt? 


To enter regularly into ſuch a Diſcuſ- 
ſion, would be going back, at leaſt, as far 
as King Charles the Second's Days, when 
chiefly the Seeds were fown, of all thoſe 
Evils which have ſince over-run the Land. 
I ſhall take up the Matter nearer Home, 
and mention only ſome of thoſe Cauſes that 


are 
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are before our Eyes. I ſhall begin x with 
the Taſte for Travelling, 


Ever fince the Peace of * Utrecht, we 
have been annually exporting the Children 
of our beſt Families to collect the Follies 
and Vices of every Nation, in Europe; nor 
could it be otherwiſe, conſidering at what 
Age they are generally ſent Abroad. To 
this we owe our boundleſs Extravagance in 
Pictures, Statues and Building; our Paſ- 
fion for Finery and Equipage; our being 
debauched with Operas and. Maſquerades. 
To this we owe the preſent Race of lively 
Dunces, peculiar to our Days, and the 
Peſt of all Society. They faw that French 
Freedom and Eaſe was extreamly beautiful, 
but not having Senſe to diſcover wherein 
it conſiſted, miſtook for it Impertinence 
and Spirits, Riding about the Country in 
Night- caps, and a thouſand Abſurdities of 
* Kind. 8 


Every Country ha what may be called, 4 
in the Lawyer's Phraſe, a Gift of Chande- 
ter; and ſure an Engliſhman turn'd Petit 

Maitre, 
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Maitre; is more ridiculous than the Lion i in 
the Tower jumping over a Stick. _ . ' 

To travelling we owe ſome; Vices too 
groſs tobe named; but to ſum up all in a 
Word, to chat we owe the ſcandalous Ex- 
ceſs of what the polite World calls good 
Eating. It is a Remark I have long made, 


and dare appeal to any one's Experience for 


the Truth, that Lnever knew a Man, who 
was an Epicure in eating, a Man of Worth 
Iwiſh the Remark may not hold true oa 
whole Nation. There is ſomething in 


ſo ſordidly ſelfiſn and beaſtly, that no Vice 


can more degrade the human Species. T 
ſuch a Degree has it obtained among us gof 

late, that it is now almoſt become one of 
the liberal Sciences, and for ought I know; 

may ſhortly be endowed with ſome of the 

uſeleſs Profeſſorſhips i in our Colleges. 4 


Is itnot a nch Confideradion; that 
Men of the firſt Quality ſhould have No- 
thing to value chemlelves upon but the Me- 


rit of their Cooks? That a notorious Block- 


_y {hould be eſteemed in the World, 
only 
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only for being born with a good Palate * ? 


and that knowing how to compound a 
Sauce, ſhould ſooner recommend to a great 
Man's Favour, than all the Cardinal Vir- 


tues? In ſhort, Luxury in this, and every 


other Inſtance, is grown ſo epidemical 
among us, that every Degree, and almoſt 
every Man in every Degree, is infected 
with it. I know you will cry out, Et tu, 
Brute, when I tell you, that in a certain 
Town to the Weſt, I lately met our low- 
born, modeſt Friend of B 
with the Retinue of a German Prince, and 
two Cooks. The next Cauſe I ſhall men- 
tion, is our Taſte in Aſſemblies, in almoſt 
every Market - Town throughout the King- 
dom. It were hardly poſſible, that the 
lower Sort, and whole Maſs of our People, 
could have been ſo compleatly changed in 
leſs than half a Century, but for "theſe 
Meetings : By. their Means, in every Circle 
of Neighbourhoad, Perſons of both Sexes, 


who cannot afford going to the Metropolis, 


are inſtructed in Dreſſing, T ea-drinking, 
 Coquetry, Vanity, and all the reſt of 
faſhionable Vices. Are they not evidently 
go calcu- 


, attended 
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calculated for a ſhort Cut of Acquaintance 
between the Women, and every laced Coat 
that comes into the Place; the Conſequence 
of which is Idleneſs at beſt, and too often 
the Ruin of Families. Why are we daily 
loſing another diſtinguiſhing Character of 
our Country, Cleanlineſs; but becauſe the 
Females of every Family, who ſhould at- 
tend the Buſineſs of it, leave that to Serv- 
ants, and are themſelves taken up with the 
Aſſembly, or ſuch Follies and Acquaintance 
as they contracted there? To theſe two 
Cauſes I ſhall juſt mention a third, The 
Standing Army; a Cauſe, perhaps, produe- 
tive of more Evils than moſt People are 
aware on. I do not ſpeak as a Party-Man, 
with Regard to our Conſtitution, but our 
Morals; as by that Means there is diſperſed 
all over the Country a Set of Men, who 
have nothing elſe to do, but to debauch 
our Women, and turn our young Fellows 
into Fops and Sportſmen. By theſe, or 
whatever other Methods you pleaſe, the 
= Nation being ſoftened and made drunk, low, 
[i Time. ſerving Policy took Advantage of her 
[1 * | Condition, and begot upon her that Mon- 
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ſter Corruption; a Parricide that will, for a 


Time, make a dreadful Havock, and at laſt 
deſtroy his very Parents. That Right 
Learned, as well as Right Reverend Prelate, 
the Biſhop of Cloyne, ſays, © He who has 
not ſtudied the Human Mind may make 


| & an able Earth-Worm, but will moſt i in- 


« dubitably make a ſorry Stateſman.” 
Have our Politicians of late ſhewn' much 
Skill in that Science, to let looſe all the 
wild Paſſions of Human Nature, and then 
think to ſay, Thus far ſhall ye go, and no 
farther. I will not ſuppoſe it was intended, 
but ſure I am, that no Scheme could have 
been contrived more effectual to ſerve the 
Pretender ; the Conſequence is fo plain, 
that one who runs may read. When Lux- 
ury and Extravagance have made a People 


neceſſitous, they have every Thing to hope, 


and little to fear, from a Revolution; and 


being quite void of Principles, what ſhould 
hinder them from embracing the Pretender, 


the Pope, or the Devil. The Paſſions of a 
People ſhould be treatedlike thoſe of Parti- 


culars, neither quite ſtifled, nor ſuffered to 


run "_ but directed to proper Objects; 
r "as 
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the ſame Paſſion may be the Source of 
great Virtues or great Vices. The ſame 
Deſire of Fame, which inſpired the Heroes 
of Agincourt and Blenheim, makes. their 
degenerate Poſterity ambitious to be talked 
of for a Horſe-Race, a Match at Cricket, 
or a Bill of Fare; which more proclaims 
the extravagant Fool, than Man of Taſte- 
May our Annals be ſilent, ſince that fatal 
Period, which ſeems not only to have turn'd 
the Heads, but to have corrupted the 
Hearts of theſe three Kingdoms: I mean 
the Soutb-Sea Year. What have they to 
record but deſtructive Expeditions; Victo- 
ries, where we were juſt not beaten; Navies 
returned, fraught with Court-martials, or 
with Turtle ; a Rabble that durſt invade, 
and penetrate to the very Heart of our 
Kingdom: The Subject is too diſagreeable 
to dwell on. If it were not a Matter too 
ſeriouſly intereſting, could a Man forbear 
ſmiling, to ſee how we go about a Reform- 
ation; contriving Laws to puniſh Offences, 
without ever thinking to deſtroy the Root 
from whence thoſe Offences ſpring, and eyer 
muſt ſpring. While the better Sort keep 
Whores, 


£48) 
Whores, and get drunk publickly, give 
and take Bribes, game on Sundays, diſavow 
all Principles of Religion, will their Inferi- 
ors be ſober, chaſte, honeſt, induſtrious, and 
in other Reſpe&s what they ſhould be? 
Can it be thought Jails and Gibbets will 
bring this about? Or are we not rather in 
Jeſt, and from a wiſe Reach in modern Po- 
liticks, do not really intend a Reformation? 


You will probably wonder I have gone fo 
far without mentioning what is generally 
thought the chief Cauſe of our Depravity, a 
Contempt of Religion. I did not forget it, 
but rather look upon it as a Conſequence 
than a Cauſe. The Torrent of the Times 
bore down the Clergy themſelves; for Iwill 
venture to aſſert, had they ſtood their 
Ground, we never could have been in the 
Condition we are. There is ſomething ſo 
awful, I had almoſt ſaid Divine, in a Cler- 
gyman, who truly acts up to the Dignity 
of his Character, that the moſt proflgate 
Rogue at Tyburn, or Sharper at — es, 
muſt venerate him. But then it is, it 
muſt be, for his Life and Example; with- 
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out that, in vain is Preaching, Catechizing, 


and Paſtoral Letters. Yea, I am firmly of 


Opinion, that Preaching, without Exam- 
ple, does infinitely more Harm than Good, 


as there ate few Things we more reſent 


than being impos'd on. If I ſee a Parſon 


not only does not diſcountenance, but per- 


haps joins in Drunkenneſs, obſcene Diſ- 
courſe, and a certain faſhionable Toaſt, by 
way of Grace after Dinner, he may preach 
his Lungs out, bat I ſhall moſt infallibly 


think him a Poltroon or a Hypocrite; and 


what muſt a Congregaticn think of their 
Paſtor, if his Lite, for ſix Days in the 


Week, gives the Lye to all he tells them 
on the Seventh. It has ever been an uucon- 


teſted Poſition, that a public Contempt of 


Religion is a ſure Preſage of the Ruin of 


a State. And I think we may venture to 
lay down another, that there cou'd not 
poſſibly be a public Contempt of Reli- 
gion, if the Clergy acted up to their Cha- 
racter. 


If you ſhould now ask me what Remedy 
may be hoped for all theſe Evils, I think 
verily 
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verily there is none, but ſame general Ca- 
lamity, a Plague, a Famine, or a Civil 
War. I don't. know an Inſtance in Hiſto. 
ry of any People, corrupted to the Degree 
we are, that ever went back again by {low 
Gradations to Virtue. We muſt be melted 
down and moulded quite anew. Where 
could a Reformation poſſibly begin in 
former Days? Luxury, Corruption, Irre- 
ligion, and the greater Vices, were con- 
fin'd to a narcow Compaſs; the Court, 
perhaps, and ſome few of the Nobilty: I 
ſay ſome few, for then the greater Part 
were truly. Noble; they ſcorn'd to skulk 
annually from their Country -Seats to Lon- 
don, but lived at chem with true Gran- 
deur, Independency, and Engli % Hoſpi. 
tality. That Expence which is now ſelfiſh- 
ly contracted into a few Jelly-Glaſſes, was 
then bountifully diffuſed to the Feeding a. 
whole Pariſh. If ſome faſhionable Fools 
of our Acquaintance were to ſee this, how 
wou'd they ridicule ſuch tramontane No- 
tions! When, if they had Senſe enough for 
Reflection, they would find, what they 
miſcall Politeneſs, is a prepoſterous Wah 

ey 
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ley. of antient Rome in her worſt Vices, 
modern France in her greateſt Follies, and 
no ſmall Quantity of Gotbick. ee 
But to return. | 


In former Days there was a Spirit of 
Honeſty and Virtue among moſt Degrees 
of Men, from which a Reformation might 
take its Riſe, and often did ; witneſs thoſe 
Patriots of the laſt Century, who not only 
talk'd as ſuch, but bravely died for the Re- 
dreſs of Grievances. Will this Man join 
in ſuppreſſing Maſquerades, Gaming, Ra- 
nelagh, and Vauxhall? Why | His Life 
_ would be a Burden without them. Will 
tother uſe his Endeavours to root out Cor- 
ruption ? How can it be expected, when 
he owes his whole Fortune and Support to 
it ! It is invidious and unneceſſary to dwell 
on the Compariſon, ſince one ſingle Article 
will ſhew the Impoſſibility of a Reforma- 
tion, though we had Angels for Miniſters, 
unleſs they brought with them the Power 


of working Miracles. If that Maxim be 
true, that /crbere eſt agere, Jam going to 


put my, Life into your Hands; for I am 
Soing 
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oing to commit High- Treaſon againſt our 
Sovereign Lord the Mob, by aſſerting that 
Things never will, or can be 'reformed, 
while we have inſignificant Boroughs, and 
forty Shilling Freeholders. How is Mankind 
impoſed upon by Names! A knaviſh At- 
torney, who lives, like a Maggot, upon Foe 
Corruptions of the Commonwealth, {hall 
harangue his Corporation and Clients, and 
make them believe this is their true Con- 
ſtitution, when the Rogue knows in his 
Heart, it is only ſo in Words, and not in 
Reality. At the Time of the Inſtitution, 
Boroughs were Towns of the greateſt Im- 
portance, for People, Frade, or Strength, 
and forty Shillings a Year equal to as many 
Pounds now. *Twere juſt as wiſe Proceed- 
ing to take no Servants for our Houſes, 
nor. Tenants for our Land, but Knaves 
and Villains, becauſe that was formerly 
the Names they went by. Neither our 
Anceſtors, or any other Legiſlator, could 
have been ſtupid enough to have ſet 
out with ſuch a Scheme: There is not, in 
all the Records of Government, from that 
RE inſtituted under Me/es, to the pre- 
- | ſent 
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ſent Hottentots, an Abſurdity equal to it, 
that fo great a Share of Power ſhould be 
in the Hands of Men, who are only fuch 
in their Appearance; and Towns, that have 
not even ſo much as an Appearance. If the 
preſent Genius of England were to be typi- 
fied, what an Hieroglyphick muſt it make; 
a Monſter with two Heads, not as might 
be ſuppoſed, on its Shoulders, but one at 

each End, and all the Reſt of the Creature 
made up of Stomach'and ——, To be ſe- 
rious; could a Stranger think we had either 
| Magiſtrates or Clergymen, Laws human 
or divine among us, when he ſees the com. 
1 mon People ſuffered to ſwear, get drunk, 
| break the Sabbath, and do juſt what they 
= pleaſe, with Impunity: Things that neceſſa- 
| rily lead to thoſe horrid Crimes, for which 
| we are at this Day, a Reproach to Man- 
kind: And why is this theCaſe ? But becauſe 
the Magiſtrate is afraid to puniſh, leſt he 
ſhould loofe for himſelf, or Party, the Votes 
of thoſe Miſcreants or their Relations. For 
my Part I can as plainly fee Murders and 
Robberies,Smugglin g, Cheating, and ſcreen- 
ing in publick Employments, Idleneſs, a 
Climax 
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Climax of Corruption, and moſt other 
Rvils proceeding from the mercenary Votes 
of thoſe Wretches, as I can ſee it impoſſible 
to have a Reformation while thoſe, Votes 
continue. I know it is generally ſaid theſe 
Evils are the unavoidable Conſequence of 
Liberty and Riches. If that be the . Caſe, 
I cannot think Liberty and Riches ſuch de- 
ſirable Bleflings ; but I am very apprehen- 
ſive the Meaning of thoſe two Words is 
greatly miſtaken; and upon a rational Ex- 
amination it will be found we have very 
little of either. From a Stage Coachman 
upwards we are certainly in the moſt ab- 
je& State of Slavery of any Nation in Eu- 
rope, if it may be called Slavery to be ſub- 
ject to the Inſolences and Abuſes of Inferi- 
ors, without any Poſſibility of Redreſs: 
The Laws allow of none; and ſhould a Man 
be his own Carver, they are very explicit on 
the other Side to puniſh him; nor do I 
think, what the common People are al- 
lowed, a licentious Inſolence, and Privi- 
lege to offend contra bonos mores, can inany 
rational Acceptation of the Word, be cal- 

led Liberty. If ſpeaking to a Friend be 
Rinks D 2 only 
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only Thinking aloud, I muſt tell you fins 
cerely, I think we are undone, by what is 
falſely call'd Liberty. Truth and Reaſon 
are fine Things in Speculation, but ſure no 
Man of Senſe can think the common Peo- 
ple are influenc'd by them. Quite the con- 
trary; they would either not comprehend, 
or be choak'd at the Reality, and always 
miſtake for them their Counterfeits. 
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Accordingly, we plaioly ſee a Difference | 
to their Opinion warps all our Meaſures, 
damns the beſt Laws, makes good Men 
uſeleſs, and artful bad Men worſe, let 
Property be as ſacred as Laws can make 
| it but for Liberty, it is Feeding them 
with Ortolans, it is giving them Stars and 
| Garters, it is every Soleciſm in Nature: A 
Bear-garden *Squire may Fancy it adds to 
their Courage, but every thinking Man al- 
lows true Courage is the Reverſe of Bru- 


tality, and comports only with Gentleneſs 
and Ahr. 


Now as to Riches, Ia m quite at a Loſs 
| how to aſcertain the Meaning of | the 
| 0 
| 
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- Word, for that it does not imply any Quan- 


tity of Money, is without Queſtion. By 
way of Definition, Iwill put a Caſe. Sup- 
poſe a Man born to five hundred Pounds a 
| Year, on Four of which he lives as com- 
fortably as he can, and lays up the other 
Hundred, ſuppoſe this Man to have five 
Thouſand a Year left him, and that he 
lives from that Time forth, at the Rate of 
ſix Thouſand, in which State is this Man 
to be moſt properly reckon'd Rich? Cer= 
tainly in the Former. This I take to be 
exactly the Caſe of the People of England, 
and therefore cannot allow them to be ſo 
Rich as their Forefathers, how much ſo- 
ever they may have increas'd their Money: 
Every Man lives beyond his Income, and 
the frequent Bankruptcies in 'Towns, the 
Failure of Tenants in the Country, the 
Number of our Poor, 1s neither owing to a 
Decay of Trade or Increaſe of Taxes, as 
is vulgarly imagin'd, but to that ſingle 
Cauſe, Will our loweſt Farmers now con- 
condeſcend to drink any other Liquor than 
Wine ; and as it is a Thing they know no. 
thing of, but by the- Colour and Price, is 
not 
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not that the Reaſon our Vintners are grown 
ſo audaciouſly impudent, that there is fre- 
quently not one Drop of the Juice of the 
Grape in the whole Compoſition; and that 
more People dye by their Mixtures, than 
by all the Diſeaſes in the Bills of Mortali- 
ty. To conclude; there is one Law in 
Force, and of more Force than all the other 
Laws of Man or God; the Law of Faſhion. 
While that, and venal Votes continue, we 
may as well think of putting a Stop to 
Earthquakes and Hurricanes, as to the Vices 
of the Age, I have already ſwelled this 
Letter to ſuch a Bulk, that I cannot think 
of entering upon any new Matter; but if 
you approve my Thoughts thus far, you 
know you may at all Times command, 

Her Sir, 
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mus Nc. 


FINIS. 


